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From
the Executive 
Director
The year 2023 holds a special place in the history 
of independent India. On 26th November 2023, 
India marked the completion of 75 years since 
the adoption of its Constitution. At NFI, the 
Constitution of India has been our guiding book 
since inception. All our work is inspired by the 
values enshrined in the Constitution. Hence, 
it was natural for us to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of the Indian Constitution. In doing 
so, we launched a year-long campaign, Samvidhan 
Se Hum (We Are From the Constitution). EXTERNAL-LINK 

Through this campaign, we are not only raising 
awareness but also enabling people to practice the 
values enshrined in the Constitution. We are using 
this opportunity to rekindle conversations around 
constitutional values and their application in 
everyday life. In doing so, we are focusing on youth, 
especially women and members of marginalised 
communities.

In the last few months, we have carried out several 
activities, including a video-making competition, 
the launch of a podcast series, and a two-week-

long art exhibition highlighting India's artisan sector and its 
pivotal role in nation-building and empowering women. NFI 
believes that women artisans play a vital role in preserving 
crafts, and their contribution is largely unheralded—much 
like the role of the founding mothers who helped draft the 
Indian Constitution in shaping the nation.

This year, we also launched the Abhijit Sen Rural Internship 
Program. EXTERNAL-LINK It aims to foster academic scholarship among 
undergraduate and postgraduate students on various facets 
of the rural economy and the challenges faced by farming 
and non-farming communities of rural India. Over the next 
three years, NFI will provide internships to 300 students to 
gain hands-on experience in rural communities. This program 
seeks to cultivate a generation of young researchers with a keen 
understanding of rural economies, societal challenges, and the 
transformative potential of grassroots work through research. 
In addition to financial support, the interns participated in a 
week-long induction program covering a wide range of topics 
on rural India, conducted by some of the most esteemed 
academics, policymakers, activists, and researchers in the field. 
In the last year, across two cohorts, we provided internships 
to 124 students from nearly every part of the country. The 
popularity of the program is evident, with more than 16,000 
applications received in just one year.

Our Ankuran EXTERNAL-LINK program continued to work with 20 grassroots 
women leaders from Dalit, Adivasi, and other marginalised 
communities who head civil society organisations. The 
program helps them strengthen their focus on social inclusion, 
democratic engagement, and institutional sustainability. This CIRCLE-CHEVRON-RIGHT

https://youtu.be/wPR4VVtYETc?si=YBB8ke-pb2sgb4-C
https://youtu.be/wPR4VVtYETc?si=YBB8ke-pb2sgb4-C
https://nfi.org.in/internship
https://nfi.org.in/internship
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWvUXRICkvmfVzFhhWmt2dP02P20ZFh6F&si=II5qNSco8BjphB5D
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initiative has enabled these organisations to 
expand their geographical reach and team 
size, mobilising resources to become more 
effective advocates for social justice. By 
focusing on diversity, gender balance, and 
capacity building, Ankuran has contributed 
significantly to creating stronger, more 
resilient organisations equipped to serve 
marginalised communities.

The Bandhutva EXTERNAL-LINK initiative supports 
emerging organisations working with 
Dalit, Muslim, and Adivasi communities. 
By fostering a deeper understanding of 
constitutional values and civic engagement, 
Bandhutva has helped these organisations 
build platforms for dialogue and participation, 
empowering community leaders to uphold 
civil rights and strengthen civic engagement. 
This year, the cohort of ten organisations 
supported by NFI worked primarily on issues 
affecting adolescent girls and young women.

One of our milestones this year has been 
the completion of our three-and-a-half-year 
project Leave No One Behind: Building 
Pathways for Peace in the North-East EXTERNAL-LINK 
via Engagement of Civil Society and Youth 
Leaders. Implemented in nine districts across 
Assam, Manipur, and Nagaland, this project 
reached over 14,000 people. In the words of 

20-year-old Tainiu, a young girl from Kohima 
who participated in one of the trainings: “I 
have learnt so many new things, things I 
didn’t know existed. I am very grateful for 
this opportunity and the platform that I got.”

Through our Climate Action EXTERNAL-LINK program, 
we continue to address the challenges faced 
by marginalised communities in Central 
India due to climate change. Our upcoming 
study on the impact of the coal transition 
on marginalised communities in Jharkhand, 
Chhattisgarh, and Odisha is nearing 
completion, and the findings will be released 
soon. Additionally, as part of raising awareness 
on extreme weather events linked to climate 
change, we are working on an MoU with the 
Indian Meteorological Department (IMD). 
Under this partnership, NFI is developing 
a video series in multiple languages on 
coping with heat waves, specifically for street 
vendors and urban workers. This initiative 
is part of a collaborative project with the 
Lakshmi Mittal and Family South Asia 
Institute at Harvard University. Furthermore, 
we have begun identifying and documenting 
sustainable indigenous knowledge systems 
in Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, 
and Jharkhand. Promoting these practices 
through a dedicated network is the primary 
goal of this program.

As part of our core value of promoting 
gender justice, NFI once again joined forces 
with Azad Foundation and iPartner India 
for the second Kamla Bhasin Awards EXTERNAL-LINK 
for Driving Gender Equality across South 
Asia. This award celebrates individuals 
and organisations fighting patriarchy and 
working towards a gender-equal society, 
advancing Kamla Bhasin’s vision of social 
change and justice for all genders.

As we continue to expand our reach, 
particularly in the Northeast and East and 
Central India, I am deeply grateful to the 
communities we serve, our dedicated team, 
our partners, and our supporters. Together, 
we remain committed to amplifying 
grassroots voices, empowering communities, 
and upholding the values that define us as a 
society.

Through our shared efforts, we look forward 
to creating a more just, inclusive, and vibrant 
India.

Biraj Patnaik  
Executive Director 

CIRCLE-CHEVRON-RIGHT

https://youtu.be/9OBt0EEm7tE?si=WG6dSCZGXwRxLKi6
https://leavenoonebehind.org.in/
https://leavenoonebehind.org.in/
https://nfi.org.in/climate-report
https://kamlabhasinawards.org/
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The National Foundation for India (NFI) is an organisation 
committed to enabling social justice through civic 
engagement, leadership development, and social inclusion. It 
was founded in 1992 by eminent leaders such as Bharat Ratna 
C. Subramaniam, Bharat Ratna Dr. M. S. Swaminathan, Dr. 
Kamla Chaudhary, Shri S. P. Godrej, Dr. Verghese Kurien, 
Begum Bilkees Latif, Dr. Devaki Jain, and Mr. Ratan Tata, 
among others.

NFI envisions creating a just and equitable society by enabling 
marginalised communities to improve the quality of their 
own lives, improving public understanding of social issues, 
and promoting social justice. Over more than 30 years, we 
have supported more than 200 grassroots organisations in 14 
states. We are driven by the vision of a plural, equitable, and 
democratic society.

NFI operates independently of corporate, religious, or 
governmental control and adopts a nationwide approach.

In short, we exist to enable all citizens, especially those from 
the most marginalised communities in the least accessible 
places, to access social justice. In doing so, we are guided by 
the following principles:

O
ur
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pp

ro
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h

Live by and propagate the values enshrined in the Constitution of India.

View all work through the lens of positive impact on communities, especially 

those from Dalit, Minority, Adivasi, and Tribal communities.

Ensure gender equity and inclusion at all levels.



/6

National Foundation For India     Annual Report 2023-24



/7

Ankuran

Focused on strengthening grassroots civil 
society organisations (CSOs) led by women 
from marginalised communities, the program 
collaborates with 20 women leaders from Dalit, 
Adivasi, and religious minority communities 
working in three states of East and Central India: 
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, and Odisha. The 
initiative builds capacity, supports leadership, 
facilitates dialogue, and mobilises resources to 
advance social justice and grassroots change. 
By concentrating on institutional growth, social 
inclusion, democratic engagement, and inculcating 
constitutional values, ANKURAN EXTERNAL-LINK strengthens 
the efforts of these leaders to create a lasting impact 
in marginalised communities.

Strengthening
Women-led CSOs

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWvUXRICkvmfVzFhhWmt2dP02P20ZFh6F&si=II5qNSco8BjphB5D
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HANDS-HELPING

USER-LARGE

LOCATION-DOT

20 (100%) partner 
CSOs have Facebook 
accounts.

19 (95%) CSOs have 
X (Twitter) and 
Instagram accounts

5 (25%) CSOs have 
their YouTube 
accounts.

3 (15%) CSOs have 
their LinkedIn 
accounts.

10 (50%) CSOs have 
their websites.

Impact

Online Presence (As of now)
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Social Health & Education Development 
Organization (SHEDO) EXTERNAL-LINK

Tinka Samajik Sanstha (TSS) EXTERNAL-LINK

Must Samaj Seva Samiti (MSSS) EXTERNAL-LINK

Eka - The Communicators’ Collective (EKA) EXTERNAL-LINK

Neenv shiksha Jan Kalyan Samiti (NSJKS) EXTERNAL-LINK

Satyakam Jan Kalyan Samiti (SJKS) EXTERNAL-LINK

Rewanchal Dalit Adivasi Mahila Sangh (RDAMS) EXTERNAL-LINK

Nagrik Adhikar Manch (NAM) EXTERNAL-LINK

Social Action for Humanitarian Assistance and 
Relief Agency (SAHARA) EXTERNAL-LINK

Social Team for Awareness and Rural 
Transformation (START) EXTERNAL-LINK

Community Action For Upliftment Of Socio-
Economically Backward People (CAUSE) EXTERNAL-LINK

Gram Swaraj Vikash Samiti (GSVS) EXTERNAL-LINK

Lok Kalyan Pratisthan (LKP) EXTERNAL-LINK

New Hope India (NHI), Bargarh EXTERNAL-LINK 

Dibya Jyoti Mahila Vikash (DJMV) EXTERNAL-LINK 

Action Knowledge for Social Heritage Action in 
Rural (AKSHAR) EXTERNAL-LINK

Sajag Social Join Action for Goal Sanstha 
(SAJAG), Mahasamund EXTERNAL-LINK

Suk Jan Wellfare Seva Sanstha (SWSS) EXTERNAL-LINK

Nav Nirman Chetna Manch (NNCM) EXTERNAL-LINK

Pahal Samajsewi Sanstha (PSS) EXTERNAL-LINK

Madhya Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh

Odisha

Odisha

Odisha

Odisha

Odisha

Odisha

Odisha

Chhattisgarh

Chhattisgarh

Chhattisgarh

Chhattisgarh

Chhattisgarh
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100% 95% 25%

15% 50%

20 partner organisations have mobilised INR 435.46 
lakhs (21.773 lakhs on average) from various aid 
agencies, compared to INR 132.71 lakhs (6.6355 lakhs 
on average) before ANKURAN.

The geographical reach of the CSOs has expanded 
from 229 areas to 626 villages/wards/zones/slum 
areas after ANKURAN.

The team size of the CSO partners has increased from 
76 staff (3.8 on average) to 192 staff (9.6 on average), 
with a focus on diversity and gender balance.

Resource Mobilisation

Geographical Reach

Team Size Growth

https://youtu.be/Kv9HSG4anyc?si=gSnbR3q23-qEK-KK
https://youtu.be/Kv9HSG4anyc?si=gSnbR3q23-qEK-KK
https://youtu.be/okDDTdC1SIo?si=Gx2yBRwCzcX_OoSV
https://youtu.be/oaeTQLPwcx4?si=orsqy8jyffF97kTI
https://youtu.be/qdNH7Fy0eQA?si=h4QioHPUEneeH-sX
https://youtu.be/4dLIExOIBL4?si=YFXhudiIZOh6LDFj
https://youtu.be/19kJHtpQEWs?si=bN3kqbxqVtFYwcn0
https://youtu.be/VILjiq_ORHw?si=IpvuShD0Iz0XSy-j
https://youtu.be/q3lPjpMy0ho?si=R8Q_1CHWAGasCRl4
https://youtu.be/tpPOPlV952c?si=v45eeATCG5_eZdCK
https://youtu.be/tpPOPlV952c?si=v45eeATCG5_eZdCK
https://youtu.be/cnUjXjmbI3k?si=8oafhu3JZJHhNUVc
https://youtu.be/cnUjXjmbI3k?si=8oafhu3JZJHhNUVc
https://youtu.be/nvPVvDM8wPc?si=auJYoSFNjLCyFDvZ
https://youtu.be/nvPVvDM8wPc?si=auJYoSFNjLCyFDvZ
https://youtu.be/INiufqAFlRg?si=4GLf6rQul_JIdqVa
https://youtu.be/1Ghz29x-tcI?si=AU2KgyAExLEjeUMg
https://youtu.be/81CB1X6eK9c?si=68nJdrtCV_AtnP9P
https://youtu.be/gm9ZZffosCk?si=NLHIye5BkSANHliU
https://youtu.be/sJOtMKxT51c?si=ARihOCQuVc-KJExC
https://youtu.be/sJOtMKxT51c?si=ARihOCQuVc-KJExC
https://youtu.be/hZD22Bnf-cQ?si=laxhTYJ-wXO7OV4-
https://youtu.be/hZD22Bnf-cQ?si=laxhTYJ-wXO7OV4-
https://youtu.be/CrmI9JEiPC0?si=61SGaRHvQLk2dNBd
https://youtu.be/kqMwM-NB58k?si=4W7Hihd-nIX4151t
https://youtu.be/2hulg1XfXb4?si=ynFAtAqeMzfNCK-z
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Bandhutva
Building on the learnings 
from Ankuran, our flagship 
programme with 20 women civil 
society leaders from marginalised 
communities, we continued the 
Bandhutva initiative this year 
to strengthen grassroots civil 
society organisations (CSOs). 
This initiative aims to support and 
enable 10 emerging CSOs actively 

working on issues affecting girls and women, 
particularly from Dalit, Muslim, and Adivasi 
(DMA) communities.

Bandhutva EXTERNAL-LINK focuses on building the capacities 
of these organisations in constitutional values 
and civic space. The underlying strategy is to 
strengthen CSOs with an emphasis on capacity 
building for self-sustainability, both in terms of 
human and financial resources.

Supporting CSOs to Empower 
Adolescent Girls and Young Women

https://youtu.be/9OBt0EEm7tE?si=tayRy9juMFo3yiTy
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Anubhuti Charitable 
Trust (ACT) 
Thane, Maharashtra 

Parwaaz
Ahmedabad, Gujarat

Sahiyar Stree 
Sangathan (SSS) 
Vadodara, Gujarat

Dhanak for Humanity 
East Delhi 

Srijanatmak Manushi 
Sanstha (SMS)
East Delhi Joint Women’s 

Programme (JWP)
Noida, UP

Rani Laxmibai Sports
Academy Foundation (RLBSA)
Siwan, Bihar

Sahyogi 
Patna, Bihar

Mahadebnagar Rural Welfare 
Society (MRWS)
Murshidabad, West Bengal

People's Action for People
in Need (PAPN)
Sirmour, Andheri, HPStates

Maharashtra

West Bengal

Delhi

Gujarat

Himachal Pradesh

Bihar

Uttar Pradesh
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Leaving
No One
Behind 
Leave No One Behind: EXTERNAL-LINK Building Pathways 
for Peace in the North-East via Engagement of 
Civil Society and Youth Leaders, a European 
Union co-funded project, was implemented 
over three and a half years in 9 districts across 
Assam, Manipur, and Nagaland.

The primary objective was to train youth 
leaders to work closely with communities, 
governments, and other stakeholders on 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
peacebuilding, and development in the region.

We collaborated with key individuals and multiple 
stakeholders, including state governments and 
bureaucrats, businesses and entrepreneurs, academia, 
media, and a wide range of CSOs.

Tuensang, 
Dimapur, and 
Kohima

Kangpokpi, 
Churachandpur, and 
Thoubal

Kamrup, Bongaigaon, 
Kokrajhar, and 
Srirampur

Nagaland

Manipur

Assam

Project 
Locations

https://leavenoonebehind.org.in/
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19
People Reached North-East Level Youth 

Leaders' Conclave EXTERNAL-LINK

Youth Leaders
Training

Activities Conducted

Campaigns

Youth leaders successfully brought 
conflicting communities together 
through cultural events, fostering 
mutual understanding and respect. 
These events were primarily 
organised in Eastern Nagaland and 
Kokrajhar in Assam.

An SDG charter EXTERNAL-LINK and policy briefs 
were developed for Assam and 
Nagaland, respectively.

The SDGs were translated into the 
Peite language and disseminated 
in the Churachandpur district of 
Manipur.

The project significantly de-
mystified SDG jargon for 
communities in the North-Eastern 
states, enhancing their accessibility 
and understanding.
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https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWvUXRICkvme9E8Ymyw56dtu89veAqHmf&si=ZoG8nF4vmJZhQbzz
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWvUXRICkvme9E8Ymyw56dtu89veAqHmf&si=ZoG8nF4vmJZhQbzz
https://leavenoonebehind.org.in/charter/
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Abhijit Sen
Rural Internship

The Abhijit Sen Rural Internship 
Program EXTERNAL-LINK is a transformative initiative 
aimed at bridging the gap between academic 
knowledge and grassroots realities by 
immersing students in the rural challenges of 
India. Launched in April 2023, the program 
fosters academic scholarship among 
undergraduate and postgraduate students 
on various facets of the rural economy and 
the challenges faced by farming and non-
farming communities in rural India.

https://nfi.org.in/internship
https://nfi.org.in/internship
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Named in honour of the late Prof. Abhijit 
Sen, a distinguished economist and policy 
advisor who was instrumental in shaping 
India's rural development agenda, the 
program reflects his vision of an equitable 
and inclusive rural economy.

This 45-day internship provides students 
with the opportunity to conduct field 
research in rural areas on issues of interest. 
A stipend of ₹20,000 is paid to each intern 
upon submission of their research report, 

and during the field visit, NFI covers all 
travel, food, and accommodation expenses.
Interns are selected through an extensive 
and rigorous process to ensure diversity. 

Following selection, an induction workshop 
is organised to prepare interns by introducing 
them to various dimensions of the rural 
economy and research methodology. During 
the internship, interns are placed with rural 
grassroots organisations aligned with their 
areas of research interest. Additionally, they 

are provided with academic mentorship 
throughout the program. The research 
findings of the interns are shared with 
various stakeholders to enhance program 
implementation and rural development 
efforts.

By equipping 124 interns from diverse 
backgrounds with practical experience in 
just two cohorts, the program is cultivating 
a generation of future leaders committed to 
addressing rural challenges.
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Forest Rights EXTERNAL-LINK

Seasonal & Distress Migration EXTERNAL-LINK

Livestock-based Livelihood EXTERNAL-LINK

Livelihood Strategies of Tribal Women EXTERNAL-LINK

Climate Variability & Its Impact EXTERNAL-LINK

Women Farmer Collectives EXTERNAL-LINK

Linkage of Commons to Agriculture EXTERNAL-LINK

Watershed Management EXTERNAL-LINK

Organic Farming EXTERNAL-LINK

Gendered Spaces in Rural Economy EXTERNAL-LINK

C
oh

or
t 1

C
oh

or
t 2

11,887 4,35332 92

07 07

Number of total 
Applications

Number of total 
Applications

Number of total
Interns

Number of total
Interns

Number of states
covered

Number of states
covered

Rajasthan, Gujarat, 
Madhya Pradesh, 

Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Odisha 
and Maharashtra 

Rajasthan, Gujarat, 
Madhya Pradesh, 

Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Odisha 
and Maharashtra 

Range of topics covered

https://owsa.in/bolangir-farmers-keep-up-with-climate-change/
https://owsa.in/dalit-migrant-labour-depends-on-a-system-that-perpetuates-poverty/
https://owsa.in/linkage-of-commons-to-agriculture-and-livestock-and-its-impact-on-village-gdp/
https://owsa.in/how-can-the-tribal-woman-be-empowered/
https://owsa.in/climate-change-will-further-strain-the-resilience-of-small-farmers/#google_vignette
https://owsa.in/exploration-of-women-farmer-collectives-gender-dynamics-and-socioeconomic-realities/
https://owsa.in/linkage-of-commons-to-agriculture-and-livestock-and-its-impact-on-village-gdp/
https://owsa.in/dalit-migrant-labour-depends-on-a-system-that-perpetuates-poverty/
https://owsa.in/potential-to-build-gender-centric-dialogic-interfaces-with-men/
https://owsa.in/exploration-of-women-farmer-collectives-gender-dynamics-and-socioeconomic-realities/
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Media
Fellowship 
The media fellowship EXTERNAL-LINK is one of the longest-
running programs of NFI. Started in 1994, 
over the last three decades, we have granted 
hundreds of fellowships to journalists from 
diverse geographies, genders, and social 
locations. They have published in-depth 
stories in multiple formats across different 
media organisations on a broad spectrum 
of subjects affecting public interest. Under 
the program, this financial year, we granted 
fellowships to 14 independent journalists 
to report in the Assamese language. Their 
stories will be published in Asam Bani, a 
leading weekly published from Guwahati.

R
ecipients

https://x.com/NFI_India/status/1740700952431399295
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Climate
Action

The focus on NFI’s small interventions 
in the climate space was restricted 
to three areas of intervention. First, 
to conclude the work on the study 
of the impact of the transition out of 
coal on marginalised communities in 
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Odisha. 
The preliminary findings of the 
study were presented to trade unions 
working in the coal sector both at the 
national level and in these three states 
in collaboration with the International 
Labour Organisation.

NFI also consolidated the survey 
report based on a household survey 
of 1,200 households across the three 
states. The engagement now on this 

work is two-fold: to work on alternative livelihoods 
with states and the Government of India, whilst 
simultaneously engaging with community groups in 
the districts where the survey was conducted. The 
findings of the report will be released soon.

Second, as part of raising awareness on extreme 
weather events linked to climate change, we are 
working on an MoU with the Indian Meteorological 
Department (IMD), Ministry of Earth Sciences, 
Government of India, to support the IMD in raising 
awareness on coping with extreme weather events. 
As part of this, NFI is developing a video series 
in multiple languages on dealing with heat waves 
for street vendors and those operating in urban 
environments. This is part of a collaborative project 
with the Lakshmi Mittal and Family South Asia 
Institute at Harvard University.

Thirdly, we have begun the process of identifying 
sustainable indigenous knowledge systems in 
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, and 
Jharkhand. This is part of an attempt to create 
a network of grassroots NGOs and community 
groups, academia, and activists working on 
indigenous knowledge systems. Documenting 
indigenous practices and promoting them through 
this network is the primary goal of this program.

Indigenising Climate 
Idioms in India

National Foundation For India     Annual Report 2023-24
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Odisha

Chhattisgarh
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Samvidhan
Se Hum

To celebrate 75 years of the Indian Constitution, 
on Republic Day (26 January 2024), NFI 
initiated a year-long campaign, Samvidhan Se 
Hum EXTERNAL-LINK —we are from the Constitution. The 
objectives of the campaign are not just to raise 
awareness but also to enable people to practice 
the values enshrined in the Indian Constitution. 
Through the campaign, we are rekindling 
conversations around constitutional values 
and their application in everyday life. In doing 
so, we are focusing on youth, especially women 
and members of marginalised communities.

We launched the campaign with two activities: 
Podcast Series and Video Making Competition.

Celebrating 75 Years of 
the Indian Constitution

https://nfi.org.in/samvidhan-se-hum
https://nfi.org.in/samvidhan-se-hum
https://nfi.org.in/samvidhan-se-hum
https://nfi.org.in/samvidhan-se-hum
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Podcast: 
Samvidhan Ki Baat
To educate people about the Constitution of India, EXTERNAL-LINK on 
the occasion of Republic Day, we launched a fortnightly 
podcast series in Hindustani, a language spoken and 
understood by a large number of people in India. The 
series aims to discuss some of the most crucial aspects 
of the Indian Constitution, its journey, and its context in 
the simplest language and lingo for mass outreach.

Speakers

Sachin Jain EXTERNAL-LINK Deepa Pawar EXTERNAL-LINK

Nagesh Jadhav EXTERNAL-LINK

Anjor Bhaskar EXTERNAL-LINK

Surbhi Karwa EXTERNAL-LINK

Journey of the Indian Constitution, The 
Preamble, Liberty, Women’s Role in 
the Making of the Indian Constitution, 
Dignity & Social Justice, EqualityTo

pi
cs

05
5 Episodes

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWvUXRICkvmdr99wGJG7u2zdgvoU9F8Ur&si=8OaVSRg6ReKaVXhl
https://youtu.be/KI8OtVlgafs?si=aZBQAiwaUZL2kmgy
https://youtu.be/VmhhNQmFiZo?si=OsksDJLbjHb1xOXh
https://youtu.be/S9ZyelZ_lYc?si=QijiRrDvgx5bOS4k
https://youtu.be/MgzenStwhI8?si=ejfIH-sF-V_BfsHh
https://youtu.be/xz6ndkPueO8?si=C1H3gieSXPCz2DLh
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Hamari Virasat 
On the eve of International Women’s Day 
(7th March 2024), NFI, in collaboration 
with Hand for Handmade Foundation 
and We, the People Abhiyan, inaugurated 
Hamari Virasat to highlight India's artisan 
sector and its pivotal role in nation-
building and empowering women.

NFI believes that women artisans continue 
to play a vital role in preserving crafts, and 
their contribution is largely unheralded—
much like the role the founding mothers, 
who helped draft the Indian Constitution, 
played in the nation-building project. This 
exhibition is being organised as part of 
NFI's year-long campaign, Samvidhan Se 
Hum. The exhibition EXTERNAL-LINK was on display 
for more than two weeks. On the sidelines 
of the exhibition, several other activities 
were organised. One of the key highlights 
was “Print Your Preamble” by the Reclaim 
Constitution campaign.

Exhibition Spotlighting Women Artisans of India

https://youtu.be/wPR4VVtYETc?si=TY77D3sJN53McAQM
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Video Making
Contest

Aimed at voicing creative expressions on the 
relevance of the Constitution in the lives 
of Indians, EXTERNAL-LINK under the contest, NFI invited 
58-second videos expressing what the Constitution 
means to them as citizens of the country. To 
promote linguistic diversity and inclusivity, 
the video could be in any one of the scheduled 
languages of the Constitution.

We received around 200 submissions, of which 
three entries will be awarded prizes based on their 
content, effort, and quality, while seven entries 
received special mention in different language 
categories. On Ambedkar Jayanti (14 April 2024), a 
cash prize of Rs. 25,000/- will be awarded to the first 
winner, Rs. 20,000/- to the second winner, and Rs. 
15,000/- to the third winner.

Constitution In My Life

https://www.instagram.com/reel/C26Z16sxwIV/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C26Z16sxwIV/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://nfi.org.in/samvidhan-se-hum
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Kamla Bhasin Awards

The awards are instituted to honour the life and 
legacy of Kamla Bhasin, EXTERNAL-LINK feminist icon, poet, 
author, educationist, and pioneer of the women’s 
rights movement in South Asia. She was associated 
with several organisations and movements across the 
globe and co-founded Sangat, a South Asian women’s 
network, and Jagori, a women’s rights NGO in India.

The awards recognise and honour women (cis/trans) 

practitioners of non-traditional livelihoods 
and men (cis/trans) enabling a gender-just 
ecosystem by working with other men and 
boys. The awards include a citation in the form 
of a trophy and a cheque of INR 100,000 each. 
They have been jointly instituted by Azad 
Foundation, iPartner India, and the National 
Foundation for India. The Special Jury Award 
consists of a citation in the form of a trophy.

for Driving Gender Equality Across South Asia

This year’s awardees were selected 
by a six-member jury, chaired by 
philanthropist Anu Aga, after a careful 
and rigorous process. Other members 
of the jury included Khushi Kabir 
(Bangladesh), Binda Pandey (Nepal), 
Munizae Jahangir (Pakistan), Namita 
Bhandare (India), and Radhika 
Coomaraswamy (Sri Lanka).

https://kamlabhasinawards.org/
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Mason by profession, trained 
in masonry, carpentry, 
ferrocement technology, and 
sustainable building.

Founder of Mitra Bundelkhand, 
working on the issue of gender 
equality and challenging hegemonic 
masculinity for the last two decades.

Founder and program director of Drishti 
Nepal, working on the treatment and 
support of women drug users and 
survivors of gender-based violence.

Founder of MARD (Men Against Rape & 
Discrimination), working with boys and 
men to challenge patriarchy, gender 
inequality, and regressive ideas of 
masculinity since 2013.

Woman (Cis/Trans) 
Practitioner of
Non-traditional Livelihood

Man (Cis/Trans) Working 
with Men/Boys Towards a 
Gender-Just Ecosystem

Winner

Winner

Special Jury Award

Special Jury Award

Jaishree PK

Mahendra
Kumar

Parina Subba 
Limbu

Farhaan Javed 
Akhter

Awardees

Category 1

Category 2
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Jaishree PK

Mahendra
Kumar

Parina Subba 
Limbu

Farhaan Javed 
Akhter
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affSatyananda Mishra

(Chairperson)

Prof. Rama V Baru
(Trustee) 

Prof. Virginius Xaxa
(Trustee)

Biraj Patnaik 

Dolly Gupta 

Faraz A. Mohammad

Ipsapratibimbita Sarangi

Imsutoshi

Kamya Singh

Khilanand Joshi

Mahtab Alam

Menakshi Hans

Mohammad Raza

Niba Mirza

Narayan Devanathan

Pawanjot Kaur

Pooja Gupta

Radhika Ralhan

Rajeev R Pillai

Rohtash Kumar

Rumana Nizami

Santosh Kumar

Samira Mallick

Satyendra Pandey

Soubam Bidyarani

Sufian Farooqui

Utpala Chakma Team
NFI
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